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Ph.D. in Communication 
 
Concentrations: intercultural communication, health communication 
and mass communication 
 
Doctoral study in the Department of Communication and 
Journalism aims to prepare students to become scholars and 
professionals who are conversant with one or more areas 
in the field of communication. Departmental faculty offer 
courses in intercultural communication, health communication 
and mass communication. Because of the wide diversity 
of disciplinary approaches represented in the work of the 
department, the graduate program is open to students with 
undergraduate preparation in communication, journalism, 
the humanities, the social sciences and other fields related 
to the study of human communication. For all candidates, 
admission must be approved by the departmental committee 
on graduate studies. 
 
Academic requirements for the Ph.D. in Communication 
consist of an intensive program of course work, research and 
professional development. The doctoral degree requires a 
minimum of 48 graduate credit hours with at least 36 graduate 
credit hours of course work beyond the Master’s degree. 
 
Course work requirements include the following: the introductory research 
courses 509 and 510 taken in the first year;  nine departmental 
course credit hours in research methods (these hours 
may be obtained by taking any three of the following five 
courses: 506, 507, 538, 607 and 608. However, if the student 
has not taken 507 or an acceptable equivalent, 507 must 
be one of the three courses chosen); two 600-level courses 
in communication theory (including both the history and 
philosophy of communication study and theory construction); 
one 600-level course in intercultural communication theory. In 
addition to these core courses, Ph.D. candidates will select 
elective courses from any of the Communication & Journalism 
courses marked for graduate credit in this catalog. 
 
Ph.D. candidates also will be required to satisfy a research 
skills requirement by demonstrating competency in two 
languages (one of which is English) or, alternatively, in a 
computer language or in a computer-related data-analysis 
skill as determined by the candidate’s committee on graduate 
studies. 
 



Health Communication (emphasis on culture/health disparities 
and media/new media) 
550 Seminar: Health Communication 
551 Health Communication Campaigns 
552 Current Development in Health Communication 
554 Diffusion of Innovations 
557 Persuasion 
650 Practicum in Health Communication 
 
Intercultural Communication 
512 Current Developments in Intercultural 
Communication 
514 Seminar in Intercultural Communication 
515 Feminist Perspectives in Communication 
516 Culture and Discourse 
518 Language, Thought & Behavior 
614 Intercultural Communication TheoriesAND 
SCIENCES 
Mass Communication and Culture (emphasis on intercultural, 
global/international perspectives and culture broadly 
defined) 
561 Seminar: Mass Communication 
562 Current Developments in Mass Communication 
563 International Perspectives on Media 
564 Multiculturalism, Gender and Media 
664 Mass Communication Theories 


